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The following curriculum applications are fulfilled by the discussion topics and
activitiesoutined i n this teacherdés gui de:

Legend

f writing applications g o
character applications

visual art applications @

”rj o Social Studies
2 drama applications 4
Science

@ History applications

ﬁ Music

@ Math applications

THE ‘ROSES
Discussion topics and Activies before Reading CARPETS
the Book 1

Grades3 - 12 o
Exploring he Setting:

The story is set in Peshawar, Pakistan. Peshawar lies on one of the route@
the ancient Silk Road.

Find the city of Peshawar. Note how close it is to the border. @
What landfeatures are prevalent in the area? This area is part of the Himayats
mountain(s) in the area have the students hearqAri8wer:Everest and K2 the tallest

and second tallest mountains in the world respeciively

What is the climate of the aredfow cold does it get in winter? How hot in summer?
(Answer: Near freezing in the winter, around 80 degrees F in the summer.)

How would that affect living conditions for the characters in the st¢iArswer:
Afghans were glad because now they haddigrowing seasons.)

The Khyber Pass is the most important route between Pakistan and Afghanistan. To find

out more about this strategic area see the webpages below:

http://www.afghanistans.com/
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http://www.afghametwork.net/Culture/khyber.html

Afghanistan has long been the victim of invasion from ancient times to modern. In recent
history the British, the Russians and the Americans haxggled. Thénvadershave é
always been met with fierce resistance.

The correct term for a person from Afgh@
name of the currency.

There aréwo predominant languages in Afghanistan: O&arsi) andPuslto.

Discuss wars and how many children are involved in war all over the world. What are
refugees?

Thestory is about a refugee foster child.
Discussthe er m oO.r eThigg ewdrcdo nberse ffurgoenre 6t he wor d Or
means Oa s affigees grd thoseavbio, are $ooking far a safe plaoehe

students know anyone who is a refugee?

Discuss the ternfosterchild, f ost er meani ng Oafostericheld WO . I
in another country?

Conflict resolutior-Discuss ways in whichgople can solve problems withodtaving a
war.

Many Afghans describe the shape of their country as a clenched fist with a thumb
pointing towards the northeast. What does that say about the character of the Afgha
people?

Do any of the students spamns child through an organization like World Vision?

Has anyone ever had a chance to meet their sponsored child? If so, what was the
experience like?
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Intermediate and SecondaryGrades

a)

b)

c)

d)

f)

g)
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Cut t he

in the corner) and choose a pallet of colors you would

out shape of a p

to tell this story.This is particularly effective if you at first

donot | et them see the il/
colours mean toyou? Wh a't
O0bl ackod? Wh a 't are the col

mixing of coloursi red + yellow =orange

Look at the copyright page in the bodk/hen would this storjlavebeenset? Is @

@

it still applicable today? If so, why?
Which war in Afghanistan could this book have been written about?

Why do you supposthe authodid not identify the country responsible for the

@

bombing? Does the anonytybf the enemy help or hinder the story?

Discuss current wars and how many children are involvecamaW over the

world.

What are refugees? Whereede t he t er m ¢ r Whaligtieeeodt ¢ o me
meaning?

What does the wordoéedg osherwomdadms po Whar

terms are used in the story. g
Examine the paragraph where the boy describes himself as a foster child.

How does he feel about being sponsored? What is this story ultimately about?
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Discussion Topics and etivities after Reading the Book
Grades3- 6

Di scuss what happens next in the boybs st
Brainstorm ways students can participate in the ongoing effort to help orphans in
Afghanistan and other wdorn countries.

Vi sit t he ahitp/iwew rdkbsanalichdnscon/ogphanafghan.see how the

author has used the funds from this book to establish libraries in Afghanistan.

Brainstorm ways students can participate in the ongefifogt to help orphans in

Afghanistan and other waorn countries.

Using a box, create a diorama of one of the scenes in the book. You can use any media
that you wish. f
Write a st or ysafaploejouknaw. 6r ef uge o -
Research the United Natisrand the way it ministers to refugees all over the world. @
Write a story where you have to move from your home because oHear.would

you feel? f
When the boy says fiBlack is for the nigjt
statement still be @ie today according to current technolo@ggfswer: No because of {
night vision technology.)

Why is the protagonist nameless? Why do you suppose the author chose not to name

him?
Activities:

Donét wuse the book as a script, just s

1. Act out the scene where the boy goes to the hospital becahse bfa 6 s a m de

2. Find and listen to some traditional Pakistand Afghamrmusic. Describe what it ﬁ
sounds like to you and what instruments you think are being used. o

3. On slips of paper write hmajor events of the story: bomb dream, learning

4f\/\'

carpets, school, accident, hospital, etc. Pick one out andtryitbout saying a
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word, or even using gestutesiaveyour partner guess which scehe by
Aireadingo your facial expressions.

4. Write a "fourd poem" based on the text in the bo@oose a particularly vivid
scene and pair down the words to their most basic eleméngn experiment
with line breaks for effectBe sure to write Rukhsana Khan as the author, and the
full title but list yoursdi as the person who "found"” the poem within the text.

5. Weaving activity:

Talk about looms and knotting of rugs.

Discover Mathematical formulas to make a pattern.
Provide carpet mesh and yarn for rug hooking @

Or use paper strips or graph paper andredipencils.

Look on the back of a carpet and count the number of knots per inch.

< <K <K K <K KL<

Discuss ways of repeating a pattern.
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Intermediate/SecondaryGrades

1. Brainstorm ways students can participate in the ongoing effort to help orphans i%!
Afghanistan and tieerwart or n countri es. Visit the

http://www.rukhsanakhan.com/orphanafghan.htm

2. Sendanyfunds raised tothe pojector any other charitable organization that helps
refugees

3. Divide the class in groups and each group research an aspect of the United
Nations and the way it ministers to refugees all over the world. Check out the

website: http://www.unhcr.org/cgbin/texis/vix/home

4. Have the students cut out an article from a newspaper or magazine. The article
should be accompanied by a picture of the person in the story. Have the students
examine the facial expressions of the person, and compare it to the newspaper
story. Have the students rewrite the story as if they were the person in the picture
and it had happened to them.

51 n groups create a comparison chart of

life.

6. Write in role: e.g. Write a letter from one chaeadh the story to another. Writ‘f
a letter from a reader of the story to one of the characters in the story. Write an
imaginary diary entry or a newspaper report or prepare a documentary on
Afghanistan.

7. Make a character change chart showing how one dearcdtanges during the

story and what caused the change.
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Student Question Sheet for Junior Grades

1. What two words on the first page let you know that the bombs and the airplanes
are not flyingnow?

2. In what other countries could this story be true?

3. Why does the boy say that washing his face is "a useless habit"?

4. What does he mean when he says "l will pull my sash a little tighter."?

5. Howdid the boy feelbout his father?

6. In what ways does the boy show he cares for his sister?

7. What is the best description in the stotyhy did you choose that particular
sentence?

8. Describe in your own words where the boy lives with his mother and sister.
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THE ‘ROSES

IN MY

Student Exercise Sheefor GquETs
Intermediate and Secondary Grades o

Answer the following:

1. Oneof the basic rul es oif. Showthe¢ emotipnsbfs &6 s h
the characters, show their situation,
Opoor & doesndt occur Whatarathrde wayhe atithore t e x
hasusedto showthatthe family is poor?

2. A motif is a recurring element that has symbolic significance to the stmg. of
the motifs in the story is bread. It appears three times in the ¥{bigt. are some
othermotifs of the story?

3. What does bread symbadizn the story?How does the author use the bread
motif to illustrate the relationship between the main character and hisasigter
the condition o4 the familyobds poverty

4. At the end of the day the family is having bread and water for supper. What do
you think the author was suggesting with the mention of bread and water?

5. How would this story be different if t

6. The boy says his father would never have taken money from a spditehoy
does, would you in these circumstasieze

7. Imagine you had to work to support your family, what job would you be

interested in learning about®hy?

fnﬁ?‘?fy' |

47-. g
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Student Activity Sheetfor
Junior T Intermediate Grades

Construct a Mud House!

In this story the boy and his family live in a mud house.

In groups, make your own model mud houses using clay or mud mixed with gisess.

square ice cube trays to mold the bricks.

Let them air dry and then stack them into walls using wet mud as mortar and twigs or

popsicle sticks as reinforcements for dood avindow frames.
Plaster over with more mud, lay sticks across the top and build them into theditte

Lay plastic wrap o top tomake it water proof Then applynore mudon the roof to hold

the plastic down.

Doors and windows are made wstcks laid across in lintel fashionUse string to tie

your sticks together. Now imagine making a house on a livable scale!

What would it feel like to live in such a

house?
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