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About Rukhsana Khan

Rukhsana has been writisgriously since 198@ith
at this pointenbooks published, several of which

have been nominated and/or won various awards.
Along the way she also became a storyteller and ha
performed at numerous festivals. For more informati
on Rukhsana and her books please see her website

www.rukhsanakhan.com

-

Rukhsana was born in Lahore, Pakistan and immigrated to Canada, with her family, at
the age of threeShe began by writing for community magazines and went on to write
songs and stories fone Adam's World children's vided?ukhsana is a member of
SCBWI, The Writers Union of Canada, CANSCAIP, and Storytelling Tordstte. lives

in Toronto with her husband and family. Rukhsana has four children, three girls and a

boy.
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The following curriculum applications are fulfilled by the discussion topics and

activitesaut i ned in this teacherds gui de
Legend

f writing applications g character applications

r, visual art applications @ Social Studiespplications

_ drama applications @ Math applications

Please Nte: Although this book consists of seven short stories about six different
children and their faith celebrations, this book is meant to be read continuously, like a
novel. The stories are linked, characters from one story appear in another, and only by
readirg through all of the stories, can the over all theme of a harmonious community
really shine through-or convenience sake | have included a general approach to the
book and an individualized question sheet for each story in the book.

Discussion topics andActivities before Reading the Book
(General)
Grades 3 6

Take a classroom survey to see what religious tradition the students in the classro@
come from.
Are any of the students from one of the five faiths mentioned in the book: Judaism,
Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism and Islam?
Are any of the students from different countries? If so, then identify the places they come
from on a world map.
Graph this data using various means: pie chart and bar graph.
Have the students draw a piaLof a religious symbol from their tradition@
Discuss what rules your classroom and school have that help people fro
different backgrounds to get along.
Read the opening poem:
Through our many windows
Look, and you will see
A world of celebrations
In one community.

What do you think that poem really means?
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Discussion Topics and Activities after Reading the Book:
(General)
Grades 3- 6

As a class brainstorm other religions the autlcordd have included.

What countries or areas of the world wopkbple who belong to these other religiou@
traditions predominantly come from?

Find them on a map.

Are there any students in the class w@) b
included in the book?

Research these religious traditions.

In Many Wndowseach faith was represented by one particular celebration in those faiths.
What other celebrations from these religious traditions could have been included?
(Anser:For Judaism: Passovdtor Christianity:Easter; For Islam: Eid ul Adha; For

Hinduism: Holi.)

Add a tune to the little poem that appears on page 6 of the book. ﬂ
Write a found poem from any of the stories. '

Write a story of something that may have happened during one of your religiog
celebrations. -

Il n the story Dr ei denlother sinBseardijeidehsong.dHave xgpme&)ﬁ g
chant the dreidel song. Clap out the rhythm of the song. '
Where possible, make a timeline for when the events that began the religious celebra;@s
featured in the bdooccurred. You may need to do some research.

— T
Act out a story from the book:

1. Choose any story (except the first and last story) from the
book to act out.

2. Decide how many characters you will need.

3. Write your dialogue, taking from what theharacters say in
the book and adding your own lines as well, if needed.

4. Act out your skit in front of the class.
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Student Activity Sheet for the storyTJd New Kid In Town
Grades 5i 6

Answer the following questions:

1. What classroom rule did two of tHeA Ra Ay ¢ wQa V

violate when they laughed at him?
. What did TJ do to get back at them?

Was he right to take that course of action?

~

SIS AN

2 KO R2Sa ¢W YSIYy 6KSYy KS

GFr1S AT L KIR (Gd2déK

6.2 KSYy aNBR® 2AffAlFYaAa |3INBSaA
why do you think TJ is surprised?

7. Do you think that TJ has ever had a teacher do something
like that before?

8. How does TJ feel about Mrs. Williams by

the end of the story? Is he willing to give

her and this new school with its classroom rules a\

chance?
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Student Activity Sheet for the story

4

Natalied The Locket °
Grades 5- 6

This story is about the ways a community is interdependent. Look
up the word interdependent.
Answer the following questions:

1.1 26 A& .Sye2lYAyQa ySSR (2 0dz
sell a locket a case of interdependence?

2.2 K& R2Sa blalFlfAS o6dz2 GKS 201
fashionedVould you have bought it?

3. How does Natalie feel about helping her fathethe shop?

4.2 KFd A& AdG o62dzi 0KS . dzZRRKI
Natalie likes the best?

5. Have you ever had a moment when you felt like Natalie
GKSY &aKS UKAYla GGKS 6 3WdnR TS
you were meant to do something for someone elsel dmey
were meant to do something for you?

6. How does Natalie feel after helping Benjamin with the gift

for his mother?
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Student Activity Sheet for the story
Jameeb The Visit
Grades 5- 6

This story is about the way peoptan change and deserve a
secom chance.

Answer the following questions:

1. Why is Jameel so suspicious of his uncle who has come to

Visit?
2. From the way he speaks, what kind of books do you think

Jameel likes to read?

3. Just before he has to break his fast, Jameel makes a list of
thingsKk SQR tA1S G2 SFEiI® 2KIG (AY

fAad AT @e2dzQR o6SSy FlLaday3

4. After their little talk, do you think Jameel is right to let down
his guard regarding his uncle?

5. What do you think is going to happen after the story?

6. Write about an incident where you might have been
suspicious about someone.

7. Were your suspicions correct or unfounded?
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Student Activity Sheet for the story Z‘s
Deepd Lights Against the Darkness
Grades 5- 6 \

This story is about how people enter and leaveommunity and

how people change as a result of this.

Answer the following questions:

1

2.

Whyis Deepa so angry at Bani?

Do you think Deepa is right to be angry at her? Explain.

. Write a poem that Deepa might compose for Bani when

aKSQa FFyaNeE i KSNW
Now writea poem that Deepa might compose for Bani when

aKSQa KIFLILXE ¢6AGK KSND

. Think about a time when you were angry at someone.
. Were you able to smooth things over like Deepa and Bani?

. Write a story about what happened.

lllustrate your story. Try to use colouttsat reflect how you

felt at the time.
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Student Activity Sheet for the story
Benjamin--Dreidels
Grades 5- 6

This story is about the connections we have to different
generations in a community.

Answer the following questions:

1. How does Benjamin feabout visiting his great
grandmother?

22CNRPY (KS gle& akKSQa [OGAay3ax
about visiting her grandmother?

3. Sometimes when people get very old they get a bit
O2y ¥dza SR® 5 A Rgran@mbtddr réallyy Qa 3
recognize him?

4. Who did Berlj Y A Yy Q &rar®@iiNdhler dhink Benjamin
really was?

52 K& R2 @2dz GKAY] .dzmoeée afigl
the dreidel properly?

6. What do you think will happen the next time Benjamin

comes to visit her?
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