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About Rukhsana Khan 

 
 

Rukhsana has been writing seriously since 1989 with, 

at this point ten books published, several of which 

have been nominated and/or won various awards.  

Along the way she also became a storyteller and has 

performed at numerous festivals. For more information 

on Rukhsana and her books please see her website:  

www.rukhsanakhan.com 

 

Rukhsana was born in Lahore, Pakistan and immigrated to Canada, with her family, at 

the age of three. She began by writing for community magazines and went on to write 

songs and stories for the Adam's World children's videos. Rukhsana is a member of 

SCBWI, The Writers Union of Canada, CANSCAIP, and Storytelling Toronto. She lives 

in Toronto with her husband and family. Rukhsana has four children, three girls and a 

boy. 

 

Books by Rukhsana: 

 

Wanting Mor 

A New Life  

Many Windows 

Silly Chicken 

Ruler of the Courtyard 

The Roses in My Carpets 

Muslim Child 

King of the Skies 

Bedtime Ba-a-a-lk 

Dahling if You Luv Me Would You Please Please Smile 
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The following curriculum applications are fulfilled by  the discussion topics and 

activities outlined in this teacherôs guide: 

 

 

Discussion topics and Activities before Reading the Book: 
 

Grades K ï Grade 3: 

 

This book works very well for teaching story structure and 

boosting vocabulary. 

 

Vocabulary boosting exercise: 

 

Explore the meaning of these words and phrases that will occur in the story: 

 

Melody of yawnsðas a class, produce a melody of yawns, make sure that when you 

yawn there is a bit of a tune to it. 

 

Conjuredðthis is something a magician would do. Make a motion of conjuring a rabbit 

out of a hat 

 

Furrowedðlooks at me with forehead furrowed. Frown hard so that your forehead gets 

all wrinkled up. Point out the furrows (wrinkles) and let them repeat the word after you.  

 

Murmurðthis word is great for demonstrating onomatopoeia. It sounds like what it 

means! As a class ómurmurô.  

 

Ricketyðrickety old fence. It means shaky. This word has very good onomatopoeia too! 

 

Mutinyðdiscuss in terms of contextðóthereôs mutiny in the ranksô ie. the sheep are 

rebelling. 

 

Ramðmale sheep 

 

Eweðfemale sheep  

 

Legend 

  writing applications 

    

   visual art applications 

 

drama applications 

 

 

     

character applications 

 

  Math applications 

  

   

Music applications 

Iôm a ram! 
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What is a baby sheep called?  (Answer: lamb) 

 

Make a poll to illustrate the point saying if everyone in the class were sheep, put up your 

hand if youôd be a raméput up your hand if youôd be a ewe. 

 

WhimðJust wanting to do something for no particular reason. Ask the students, have 

they ever felt like just doing something? 

 

Snubðto treat with disdain, ignore someone. Ask if the students have ever seen someone 

be snubbed. Act it out. Have one student come to shake your hand and then pass your 

hand over your head, ignoring the studentôs outstretched handðclassic snub!  

 

 

Discussion topics and Activities after Reading the Book: 

 
Grades K - 3 

 

Do you think it was fair for the little girl to vanish the carnival rides?  

What would you have done if you were her and these sheep were treating you like that? 

 

Do you think the old ram learned his lesson? If she brought him back do you think heôd 

listen to her now? 

 

Refer to the illustrations. You first see the old ram on page 4. Look at the 

expression on his face as heôs looking at the little girl. What do you think heôs 

thinking? 

 

How did the carnival music and vendors selling cotton candy, helium balloons and other 

things get in the story? The little girl says she didnôt put them there. Who did? 

 

What was the last word the old ram was going to say before he disappeared? Read out the 

paragraph: 

 

ñYou truly are one of a kind. If you think weôre jumping that rickety old fence, you must 

be out of youréò (Answer: mind) 

 

 

Teaching Story Structure: 

 

Grades 2 - 3 

 

All stories should have three major parts: A beginning, middle and end.  

 

The beginning of a story has three ingredients: setting, characters and problem. 


